American Government:  Disclosure

Mr. Thurman

Portable 8
Course Description:  The 12th Grade American Government course is a semester long 

course designed to prepare students for the civic responsibilities of being adults. This class will focus on important documents that formed our government, discuss current issues of today, and how the government affects our daily lives.  This course will require student participation and will encourage students to be active participants within their communities.  This class will discuss the relevant issues in our government today, requiring mutual respect for all students and their options.

Textbook:  
Magruder’s American Government



We The People:  The Citizen and the Constitution

Required Materials:  A pad of paper or notebook for in class journal assignments and 

reflections.  This will be kept in the classroom throughout the semester.  

Three ring binder or folder to collect and organize all handouts, 

notes, and returned assignments.  

Students will be expected to bring a pen or pencil to class everyday.

Grading:  
Grading will be on a straight percentage basis.  It will be determined by 

the total points for each quarter.  Points will be awarded for tests, quizzes, daily assignments, journals, and participation.  Extra credit will be available on a class-wide basis throughout each quarter at the instructor’s discretion.  Grades will be entered on Skyward and every effort will be made to keep those current.  Students and Parents are encouraged to monitor progress frequently. 



Grading Scale:

100-93

A

73-76

C






 90-92

A-

70-72

C-






 87-89

B+

67-69

D+






 83-86

B

63-66

D






 80-82

B-

60-62

D-






 77-79

C+

59 & Below
F

Late Work:
Late work will be accepted up to 3 weeks after the due date or until the conclusion of the unit, whichever is longer.  No makeup will be accepted after this period.  

Test make-up will be allowed due to an excused absence and must be done in a timely manner.  Please see the teacher before the absence, if possible, to schedule an appropriate make-up time.
Attendance Policy:
Class attendance is critical to a student’s overall understanding of lectures, class assignments, and interacting with fellow students.  Please refer to the student handbook for the Corner Canyon Attendance Policy.  This policy will be followed in my classroom.  Students are HIGHLY encouraged to be in class on-time to ensure completion of school requirements for graduation.

A student that is determined to be truant will not be permitted to make up work and will be ineligible for any extra-credit.


Class will generally begin each day with a start-up activity.  Students are expected to be in their seats when the bell rings. 

Classroom Expectations:  Students will be honest in everything that they do.  Honesty is a character trait that is found missing in today’s society and the lack of this trait has negatively affected people across the world.  This social studies class will work to develop good people skills and that includes honesty.  Dishonesty and plagiarism will result in zero credit.


Any use of an electronic device that exploits personal information, disrupts the educational process, invades personal property or compromises the integrity of educational activities is strictly prohibited and will result in the device being confiscated and turned in to an administrator.


Students will be compliant with the dress code policy of Canyons School District at all times.  

Availability:
This course is designed so that every student can succeed.  Please contact me via email if there is ever a question or concern that cannot be answered during class time.

Contact info:

patrick.thurman@canyonsdistrict.org
Classroom website:
canyonshistory.weebly.com

“Many forms of Government have been tried, and will be tried in this world of sin and woe.  No one pretends that democracy is perfect or all-wise.  Indeed, it has been said that democracy is the worst form of Government, except all those others that have been tried from time to time.”








Winston Churchill

Class Period __________________

I have reviewed the American Government Disclosure Statement and I am aware of the requirements and responsibilities of this class.  I also give permission for my child to participate in discussions of issues that do generate opposing viewpoints in today’s highly political country that we live in.  By signing this, you also give permission for your child to watch educational films that might depict some forms of violence, controversy, or issues related to a PG-13 rating.  The films that will be shown include 102 Minutes That Changed America, The Conspirator, Freedom Riders, and History Channel documentaries.  If at anytime you or your child would like to be excused from an activity due to the topic being discussed, alternative assignments will be made available.  If you or your child has any concerns, please feel free to contact Mr. Thurman immediately.

Student’s Name (Please Print) _____________________________________________

Student’s Signature ______________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature ________________________________________________

Date __________________

Any special comments:

